This page was exported from - Almost-Daily Diary
Export date: Sat Nov 23 8:58:14 2024 / +0000 GMT

Turtles, Cows, Hawks, Blue Herons, Deer... it's ajungle out there!

There are things | can do on a solo ride that get in the way when riding with others. Like stopping frequently to take photos of things
like turtles on alog at the LaHonda duck pond. Or cows in ameadow. Today was one of those days.

A bit different sort of route; up Old LaHonda (been there, done that), over Haskins to Pescadero (been there, done that), Stage Road

to San Gregorio (nothing new here!) but instead of Tunitas | headed back east on 84 to LaHonda again, then headed up West Alpine.
| finally managed to get a 21-something time up Old LaHonda, something | haven't done since October, and my 2nd-fastest time up

West Alpinein recent history (since 2009).

And yes, wildlife was everywhere. Not sure how | noticed the turtles on the log in the duck pond, but that brought me to a stop very
quickly. Looked like afamily of three, but by the time | got my camera out, two had gone back into the water. Just as | was taking
the picture, a huge Blue Heron flew into atree on the far side of the pond. Pretty amazing.

Lots of cattle out grazing too, on grass greener that we'll ever seeit again thisyear. And, up on Skyline, where it was really windy,
Red-Tail Hawks were using the currents to stay motionless just 10 feet above a hillside, looking for prey.
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Three turtles on alog

That& #8217;s one big piece of bread!

Will the next Kentucky Derby winner come from this ranch on Stage Road?

Field full of cows
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Skyline on a breezy day
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